Objectives: There is an urgent need to achieve universal access to contraceptives in Nigeria. The paper presents new information about the level of use and expenditures on modern contraceptives in Nigeria. It also presents socio-economic and geographic differences in the use and expenditures on contraceptives.
High levels of payments, especially through outof-pocket expenditures can limit financial access to the modern contraceptives by deterring consumers, especially the most poor from purchasing and using the services. Hence, spending on contraceptives reduces the level of usage (Cooksey and Mamdani. 2004 
Study design and study tools
The study was a cross-sectional quantitative study.
Adequate sample size per state was determined, using a power of 80%, confidence level of 95%
and utilization rate of contraceptives of 10%. This 
SES and geographic differences in use and
number of people that incurred expenditures on contraceptives Table 1 shows that the higher the SES, the higher the use (ever used) of different contraceptives, with the exception of implants where the mostpoor SES used it most. However, in the month prior to the interview, the higher the SES, the more the level of use of different contraceptives, including implants. Table 2 shows that the urban dwellers used most contraceptives more than the rural dwellers, with the exception of oral contraceptives and injectables, where the use was similar between urban and rural dwellers. The number of people that incurred expenditure on contraceptives increased as SES increased and this was statistically significant (p>0.05) (Table   3 ). Specifically, as SES increases, the expenditure on male condom increased (p>0.05) (Table 4) .
Also, SES was related to the number of people that spent money on other contraceptives, although some of the trends were not monotonic.
Compared to their share of the total population, relatively more rural dwellers (22%) compared to urban dwellers (23%) spent money on contraceptives, although there was no statistical difference across the geographic areas (p>0.05).
However, there were some geographical differences in incidence of payments on different contraceptives (Table 4) . 
DISCUSSION
The level of use of modern contraceptives was very low across Nigeria. However, the prevalence level that was found in this study was higher than 
